
SOCI 5260/6401: Comparative & Global Sociology, Spring 
2021 

 
BASIC INFORMATION 
Instructor: Ronald Kwon 
E-mail: ronald.kwon@unt.edu 
Office: 288 Sycamore  
Office hours: Monday 4:00-6:00 pm or by appointment 
Meeting Classroom: Art 219 
Meeting Time: Monday 6:00-8:50 pm 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The contemporary world is marked by social processes that are often transnational and global in 
scope. Sociology increasingly recognizes the importance of studying these global processes that 
often lie outside the traditional bounds of the nation-state, but still recognizes the continued 
importance of the state and social hierarchies between states in shaping global outcomes. This 
course introduces students to theoretical and methodological literature in comparative and global 
sociology. 
 
We consider three bodies of literature that include: 1) comparative-historical sociology, 2) global 
sociology, and 3) globalization. Each part serves as an introduction to theory, methods, and 
selected issues in each of these areas. We explore social scientific research on “globalization” that 
include both its economic and political components. Globalization is multidimensional. 
Subsequent weeks will examine various topics that are important to globalization studies, including 
the effect of economic globalization on economic development and income inequality, 
immigration, labor movements, the role of the nation-state and the relative importance of 
transnational actors such as intergovernmental organizations (IGOs).  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

1) Provide students with a basic familiarity with significant theoretical, methodological, and 
empirical issues in the study of global and comparative sociology. 

2) Introduce students to core theoretical approaches in global and comparative sociology 
3) Introduce students to some of the major substantive areas in global and comparative 

sociology. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS  
Lange, Matthew. 2013. Comparative-Historical Methods. Los Angeles, CA: Sage. (Accessible 
through the UNT library and also uploaded on Canvas). 
 
All articles or selected chapters listed in the syllabus may be accessed through either Canvas or are 
downloadable articles using the library’s website. They are available under the “Readings” folder. I 
expect students to read these before class. Occasionally, the readings will be start or end in the 
middle of a chapter and/or have omitted sections. Please only read the sections that are complete. 
The readings are designed to preview, overlap, as well as reinforce lectures and the other readings. 
The amount of reading is manageable and necessary to perform well in the class. 



 
COVID-19 PROTOCOLS  
If you are feeling unwell, please do not attend classes. In these cases, you may attend remotely. As 
per UNT’s policy, there will be a seating chart, and attendance is uploaded electronically through 
Canvas. Students are required to wear face masks in the classroom and remain six feet apart to 
stop community spread. UNT’s policy does not allow for a face shield as a proxy for a face mask. 
UNT will provide materials to clean the classroom before class. Please use these materials to 
disinfect your classroom area before the start of class. Due to the changing situation surrounding 
Covid, please be sure to check your UNT email or Canvas for class correspondence regarding due 
dates, potential changes to the class syllabus, or other class announcements.  

 
COURSE GRADING BASIS 
Participation & Attendance: (15%) 
Participation and attendance are mandatory in graduate seminars. Each student will select two 
topics on the syllabus, and lead class discussions for that week. Student lead discussion will begin 
January 25th (week 3). We will allocate those topics in the first day of class. You can structure 
discussion in any number of ways. However, all discussion leaders must aim for equitable 
participation from class members and provide discussion questions for the class session. Many 
discussion leaders prefer to begin class by reviewing the required reading for the week. This review 
should raise specific questions and issues for the week and can relate the material to previous 
readings and class discussions. This is a fine strategy, but your summary should not take over the 
entire discussion.  Longer summaries take away from discussion of the material. Your job is not to 
lecture, but to lead discussion about the material. This discussion will lead to a clearer 
understanding of the readings, or at least a clearer understanding of the complexity of the readings. 

The discussion leader must take a strong role, to ensure that the discussion covers the material and 
that there is equity and continuity in the discussion. One of the major concerns in leading 
discussion is to ensure that the environment is secure enough for people to ask questions and 
become involved. Discussion leaders should be vigilant about maintaining equitable participation. 
Be creative in thinking about how to sustain discussion and involve all class members in discussion 
(e.g., pose a question and go around asking each seminar participant to respond). I evaluate 
discussion leading on the following criterion.  

Is the class session organized well? 
- Provides internal summaries and transitions  
- Maintains continuity in the discussion  
 

How is the substantive content discussed? 
- Presents background information for ideas  
- Integrates readings into discussion  
 

Is the discussion leader credible in her/his role? Does s/he present the material well? 
- Appears well-prepared  
- Is able to admit insufficient knowledge  
- Speaks audibly and clearly  
- Communicates enthusiasm  



 
How is the discussion leader’s rapport with the other class members? 

- Recognizes when others are confused  
- Encourages equitable participation  
- Does not dominate discussion, interrupt 
- Encourages class members to respond to one another  
- Requires class members’ thought and participation  
- Treats members equitably and respectfully  
 

I expect the active participation of ALL students in discussing each week’s readings. Students are 
responsible for coming to class having read the assigned books and articles for the week and 
bringing discussion questions with them. Do not depend solely on the student leader to generate 
discussion! It is understandable that we will have disagreements and different levels of knowledge 
and experience with these topics (personally and academically). I expect all students to treat one 
another with respect around our differences and to ensure that everyone feels comfortable 
participating. A big part of this seminar involves asking questions. I have learned that the best 
questions students raise are the simple ones seeking clarification or greater understanding. These 
questions often get us to realize gaps in conceptual definitions or applications, make linkages 
across studies or bodies of literature, and so on. Asking questions should be a top priority of 
students in this class.  

Weekly Reflection Papers: (20%) 
Students will write a weekly reflection on the assigned reading that should be 1 full page (12 point 
font double spaced). The essay should be a summary/discussion of the major issues, theoretical 
approaches, findings, the linkages between readings or current events, or a critique of readings. 
Ideally, each student should focus on the aspect(s) of the readings that interest him or her. To 
ensure that we remain accountable, students will upload their reflections by 4pm prior to class to 
receive credit on Canvas. I also expect students to come with a minimum of five discussion 
questions attached to the bottom of weekly reflection papers. Weekly reflections begin on January 
25 (week 3). 
 
Research Project Proposal & Bibliography: (15%) 
 Write a 3-5- double spaced draft of the proposal (12 pt font, 1-inch margins) that includes (1) a 

discussion of the empirical question you are asking, (2) an explicit statement of the theoretical, 
methodological, or data contribution of this study, (3) a discussion of the data and methods you 
will use to answer the question, and (4) a timeline for completion. Proposal writing is incredibly 
important in and out of academia, as these are the tools to secure funding. I have provided an 
example on Canvas. Please include a reference page following ASA format that is not counted 
toward the total 3-5 pages. A reference guide to ASA format can be found: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/asa_style/references_page_formatting.html 

 Students will upload their proposal with their reference page by 4pm on March 29 (Week 12) 
through Canvas. I will email students the proposal they will evaluate and provide peer reviews 
for.  

 
Peer Reviews: (10%) 
1-2 double-spaced pages (12 pt font, 1-inch margins), reviewing your classmates’ proposals. Your 
review should: 1) include a 2-4 sentence summary of the work; 2) identify strengths; 3) Identify 



areas for improvement, any parts that are unclear (Where are they? What is unclear? Any 
suggestions of how to clarify? Identify anything missing from the paper. What is it? Explain why it 
would be helpful to include it. Recommend removal of something from the paper. What and 
why?); and 4) Assess the overall contribution of the proposed work (Does it address an important 
topic, does it address the topic in a rigorous manner, etc.). Your comments should be specific and 
constructive; refrain from negatives such as “do nots.” Comments worded as questions can be very 
helpful. You should also refrain from editing the person’s writing. You may identify but not correct 
typos, misspellings, sentence fragments, and the like, but refrain from otherwise editing the writing. 
If necessary, you can recommend that the paper be formally edited and/or comment that 
particular sentences or sections are unclear. In short, give your classmate advice on how to 
improve his/her work substantively. Students will upload their peer review on Canvas AND email 
the student they peer reviewed by April 12th (Week 14) by 4 pm. 
 
Research Project Oral Presentation: (10%) 
Students will do a final class presentation of their proposal at the end of the semester. Students are 
required to prepare a short (10-15 minute) presentation on a course research project. After which, 
there will be a short question and answer component from your peers. The presentation should 
include a discussion of the motivating purpose of the project, the project’s main research 
questions, data collection, and preliminary findings if possible. Students will need to create a 
PowerPoint slide show for the presentation, which will be emailed to me by 4pm before the start 
of class (April 19th) Week 15.  
 
Final Research Project: (30%) (Note project requirements differ for PhD and MA students) 
Students will complete a final proposal for the course. Project requirements will depend on 
whether the student is enrolled as a master’s or PhD student. 
 
PhD Students (SOCI 6401): It is important that students use courses a way to advance their 
research agenda and get publications out. Publications are incredibly important in academia. 
Outside of academia, publications are important markers that you can execute advanced projects. 
For PhD students, you will be required to turn in a 15-page double spaced research 
paper/proposal. For Masters students, the requirement is an 8-page research paper/proposal. The 
research paper may be on any topic related to globalization or utilizes a research frame that 
incorporates a comparative perspective. In selecting your topic for research, consider the weekly 
headings below as well as the readings. Think about your own interests and choose a topic that you 
love. Note that, it is much easier to write on a topic for which you have some passion than one 
which you dislike or has been imposed. The more desire you have for a research area, the higher 
the interest in reading and doing the required work. In terms of style, students may use the 
American Sociological Association. Proposals will be uploaded by April 26th by 4 pm on Canvas.  
 
90-100%  A 
80-89%    B 
70-79%    C 
60-69%    D 
Below 60%  F 
 
I will do my best to be straightforward and fair. Please feel free to approach me if you encounter 
any difficulties. Final grades are final and IS NOT OPEN FOR DEBATE. 



 
 
 
CLASS GUIDELINES 
Attendance: At the graduate level, I expect students to generally be on time and stay until the end 
of class. I consider attendance mandatory, however, if you cannot attend class, please notify me as 
soon as possible. Emergencies happen and I will do my best to accommodate students during this 
global pandemic. I ask that students refrain from using computing devices during class other than 
for note taking. Please turn off all cell phones or put them on silent. 
 
Late assignment policy: Assignments will receive a 25% reduction each day it is late. If you 
encounter an emergency, you should contact me before the assignment is due. 
 
Classroom decorum: A great deal of this course involves class discussion. Please respect the “rules 
of good discussion”. In particular, please consider the following: a) be good listeners to your fellow 
students (a democratic and open classroom necessitates a respectful environment); b) try to focus 
your discussion on course material; c) discussion is usually more stimulating when many people 
are involved, thus I ask for your help in trying to get everyone to contribute. 
 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ 
ability to learn is not acceptable. I will ask students to leave the classroom and refer the student to 
the Dean of Students to review their code of conduct. The code of conduct can be found at 
deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 
 
Academic Integrity: 
Please read UNT’s guidelines for academic integrity: 

https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.pdf 
I appreciate the majority of students are honest. However, in line with UNT Policy 06.003, 
academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. That includes: cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic 
dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, or sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty can result in a zero 
in the assignment or a zero in the course with administrative action from the university. 
 
ADA Accommodations: Students with disabilities that may affect their ability to participate fully in 
the class or to complete all course requirements are encouraged to bring this to my attention 
promptly so that appropriate accommodations can be made. Students must register with the Office 
of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. For additional information, please visit the 
ODA website at http://www.unt.edu/oda.  
 
Emergency Notifications: UNT uses Eagle Alert to notify students of emergencies (i.e., severe 
weather, fires, violence etc). In the event of a closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans 
for covering course materials.  
 
Religious Holidays: Please contact me by the start of the semester if you plan to be absent due to a 
religious holiday. I will make every reasonable effort to honor the request, not penalize you for 
missing classes, or set up an alternative due date for assignments.   
 



 
 
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE: 
Note:  Readings are subject to change. All changes will be announced in class and through email 
with advanced notice. 

January 11 (Week 1): Introductions    
  
January 18 (Week 2): Martin Luther King Jr. (No class)  
 
January 25 (Week 3): Historical Comparative Methods  
   
February 1 (Week 4): Background of globalization 
  
February 8 (Week 5): World Systems and development in the global South  

 
February 15 (Week 6): Globalized Production and Financialization 
   
February 22 (Week 7): Globalization, Poverty and Income Inequality   
  
March 1 (Week 8): Globalization and Gender   

 
March 8 (Week 9): Globalization and Immigration; Comparative Immigration Systems 
 
March 15 (Week 10): Globalization’s Impact on States; Comparative Welfare Systems 
 
March 22 (Week 11): Globalization and the Labor Movement 
 
March 29 (Week 12): No Class (Research Proposals are Due) 
 
April 5 (Week 13): The World-Polity and the Nation-State 
 
April 12 (Week 14): Post-materialism/Modernization theories  
 
April 19 (Week 15): Presentations 
 
April 26: Proposal are due 
 


